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April 6, 2018 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  Council, 4/9/18, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Department of Public Services Update  

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports that electric crews made the final connections to the 

new poles on N. Lowe St., and completed the project by removing the old poles and back-

filling.  They spent the rest of the week trimming trees along power lines. 

 

The grounds crew did spring cleaning at the Rudolphi Wildlife Refuge Trail in preparation for 

Amanda’s Hike this Saturday, and continued with spring brush pick-up.  They also prepped for 

four burials at Riverside Cemetery this past week. 

 

Although short-staffed, due to vacations, the water/sewer crew continued wrapping-up sewer 

cleaning/televising for the SAW Grant, and have begun cleaning/televising other lines not 

applicable to the SAW Grant, but still needing documentation. 

 

The plows made another appearance this week, salting and clearing streets after the winter burst 

Tuesday night/Wednesday morning.  With 50’s/60’s projected for the end of next week, we 

hope to transition the trucks for the next season. 

 

Chad attended a two-day course on Municipal Engineering Fundamentals at the University of 

Wisconsin, Madison.  The time spent with staff over the past 3-months prepared him well for 

the event, making all topics covered relatable.  Q&A sessions and other discussions netted the 

greatest value, interacting with many from varying backgrounds, regions, and demographics, 

comparing notes and learning from each other. 

 

While trouble-shooting wireless connectivity issues over the past couple weeks, Mitch 

discovered we had outgrown our allotment of IP’s.  So, he worked with Priority Computer to 

increase our capacity, and get/keep everyone up-and-running. 

 

Every department is in the process of reviewing accumulated tasks from winter, prioritizing, 

and making preparations to hit the ground running once weather breaks.  From addressing DEQ 

items, to preparing for first spring disconnects, everyone is very busy to complete what is 

coming, and ensure continuity. 

 



Public Safety 

Director of Public Safety, Steve Grinnewald reports:  This week we received a letter of 

resignation from Deputy Fire Chief Guy Evans.  Deputy Chief Evans has been a valued   

member of the Dowagiac Fire Department for 19 years.  He started as an on-call firefighter     

and was moved to full-time status.  He worked his way up to Deputy Chief and has   held that 

position since 2011.  Deputy Chief Evans has been instrumental in helping make the Dowagiac 

Fire Department the professional and respected organization it is today.  He will be missed and 

we wish him well in his future endeavors.  The Dowagiac Fire Department will soon be posting 

for the position of Deputy Chief and encourage those qualified to apply.   

 

Ambulance Response Times 

PriceCare’s monthly report states the average response times for the month of March 2018.   
 

When a call comes in to the dispatch center for ambulance services, the dispatcher assigns a 

priority to the call based on how the caller is describing the situation. Priority One is the highest 

priority call and is often considered life threatening. 

 

There were 30 priority one calls in March with the average response time of 04:46 minutes. 

There were 42 priority two calls in March with an average response time of 06:44 minutes.  

There were 3 priority three calls with an average response time of 04:48 minutes. 
 

 

Dowagiac Area History Museum 

Wednesday, April 11, the Museum will host Sculptor Tuck Langland with a special lecture 

“The Power of Public Sculpture" at 6:30 PM. 

 

Tuck will lead a virtual tour of public sculpture from around the world and across the span      

of history.  He will explore why time and money was invested to create these works, their 

significance to civilizations and how public art is projected today. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

      City Manager 


